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Hi-tech tunnel boring machine to prevent sinkholes
Issues arose from SMART project will be improved

e Contractor of SMART project, MME Engineering and Gamuda Bhd appointed
consultant geologist Dr Gue See Sew said the 2 tunnel boring machines from Germany
have a shield like panel on the outside which can effectively withstand the pressure of
water and ground soil so to prevent them from penetrating into the machine and this
will prevent the water table from reducing.

e ‘This method of excavation will minimize the occurrence of sinkholes,” says Gue.

e He said due to the enormous size of the machines, they have to be dismantled before
delivering to Malaysia. Currently one of its assembly has been completed and is in its
testing stage.

e 95% of the project will be carried out through these hi-tech tunnel boring machines.

e Gue said they have conducted studies to the soil structure in areas covered by SMART
project and in areas which the soil appeared to be soft or when there are cavities
underneath the ground, they have already pumped in cement to reinforce the soil to
prevent further occurrence of sinkholes.

e He said open excavation is to allow the launching of the tunnel boring machines and
once there is excavation in such a scale, it is inevitable that water will flow in leading to
a drop in water table.

e The project’s PR officer Balwani asked public not to worry about the occurrence of
sinkhole as these machines will minimize the problems.
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SMART project causing sinkholes
Lee Boon Kok voiced up for residents

e The SMART project has been causing worries to shop owners and residents of Jalan
Cheras 2 Mile. They have prepared a memorandum to request Ministry of the Federal
Territories to interfere and urge govt to order work to stop if necessary and only to
have it resumed when safety measures are all in place.

e  With the arrangement of MCA Federal Territories’ Public Services Head Lee Boon
Kok, Il shop owners and residents today presented their request to Federal
Territories Ministry’s parliamentary secretary Yew Teong Look.

e Lee said the memorandum aims to find out whether the company undertaking the
project has conducted various tests during its work because Jalan Cheras 2 /2 Mile
area is made up of limestone soil. They want to know whether the company has
adopted proper and effective preventive measures.

e Yew promised that he will forward their memorandum to Minster Tan Sri Isa and will
study its content soonest possible and take necessary actions.

e Lee Boon Kok said govt should set up a monitoring committee to interfere the project
because the project is only 26% complete and it has caused so many problems. If the
safety issues are not resolved, he fears it might spread to other areas.



0

May 2004, China Press, Central Pg8, SMART

e_-éfime& H ) EF
oL A RS
EEELEMWANAT M
— Y ER » 2 E S
M B FE O IR A AR R
whfe ik« VAL BE) 4
i e - A B4R -

i A1 B 7 A% R
B FANEFE dr b2l - s
14 AU B i LB o v
St « R (R RO DR
:% 451 iy A 3 i s )

B Tl A o LA G
A B 2 oy 2 58 L5
A T G A i
AR RS ol W T
Fi B A M R A O
fEREEETE N -

FLRMET + BRI MS
B o U R T R
AN T - kR S R
falE T A, - [
i —EarmE RS H

W2 AR 7 A R AR 0

A ) .4

A5 =

(i » oSS w] Al A
R e ol [0 TR AT -
A ER LT S+ R S 0L
FW AR T - MEHE
BRI -

BRERZL

fife 27+ dn6e e Rt o S
ST R ) BB+ R 7
TR A R = W
) - R EE AT
Huw o+ R ETIE N R R R
%% v LIRS LR -

T 15 o B R » &
i~ S AR
B MRS £HR
{5 1 4L A 13 o
FORHFELE + SRR L RN o
i R )

= U T B A
i+ MR TR O e
%Ei’fﬁ& + Ay R ()

i

(RHARFT A -

i SRS th {1 RS B b R
i TR E] o fERR A
FIES A TR MBI « i
TR

SR - RN
SR - iEEME - 2EE
[er i -

F 0 thda -« e E ke
S A Rty L R A 2 ) Al TR
EHEHFRER R LEAE
S TR 1 e i
PRI « EE TS -
.gi'l-lluz‘kﬂ.&ﬂ&\lﬂl;i#ﬂlku

AL L = O A A 13
B A= - FiEEsH
LW AR -

I S B ]
aMiRd « BT P - A
JEHERE I i -

fth# s « i B e m A
4 Ly B
Tk
LR -

gkl JRHE
WIRLET » kL




	Hi-tech tunnel boring machine to prevent sinkholes
	Issues arose from SMART project will be improved
	SMART project causing sinkholes

